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Important Notice to all Bidders: All the information contained in this flyer was obtained from sources believed to be correct, but is not guaranteed. Buys shall rely on their own information, 
judgment, and inspection of the property and records. All announcements from the Auction Block take precedence over any printed or advertised material. This property will be sold subject 
to and applicable Federal, State, and/or Local Government Regulations. This property sold AS-IS/WHERE-IS. All acreages, measurements & other figures described in this brochure are 
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Vehicle Information Portfolio

800-257-4161
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Christopher Vaughan, Auction Bond E380782

BID & WIN A REAL SHELBY COBRA 427

The Name that Sells
Martin Higgenbotham, CAI, AARE, AMM, CES

Preview: Sat., 10/23/21 & 11/13/21, 9 AM – 11 AM
at the South Orange County Cars & Coffee event at The Outlets (near the 
NIKE Factory Store), 101 W. Avenida Vista Hermosa in San Clemente, CA

Titled as a 1965 Ford with California VIN CSX4060, 
this Cobra is built to SC competition-spec and features 

a 1965 Ford 427 cast-iron block built by Ed Hale 
Racing Engines of Lakeside, CA (stroked to 452 CI, 
estimated 550HP), 1965 Ford Top-Loader 4-speed 

transmission, 42-gallon fuel tank, fiberglass body with 
original paint and tires. This top-level collector car 

has approximately 4,400 original miles and is perfect 
for the Shelby enthusiast and collector. Vehicle is fully 
documented that includes pre- (and post-) purchase 

correspondence with Shelby American.

Bid your price on this 1-owner,
1965 427 Shelby Cobra SC CSX4060, 

the 50th “Continuation” Cobra
built by Shelby American. 
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Section	1	
	

Auction	Information	



ONLINE AUCTION 
1965 Shelby Cobra 427 CSX4060 

Wednesdsay, 11/3/2021, 8AM PST to 
Wednesday, 11/17/2021, 4PM PST 

Previews:  October 23 and November 13, 2021, 9AM-11AM 
South Orange County Cars & Coffee 

Outlets at San Clemente 
101 W. Avenida Vista Hermosa, San Clemente, CA 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 1965 Shelby Cobra 427 CSX4060 
 
MILEAGE:  Approximately 4,450 
 
CONDITION:  EXCELLENT 
 
HOME LOCATION: Poway, CA (Garaged) 
 
OWNERSHIP: ONE OWNER SINCE MANUFACTURE 
 
ENGINE:  

• 1965 FORD CAST-IRON 427 FE CENTER-OILER BLOCK OVERBORED TO 4.25” 
• SINGLE HOLLEY 850CFM DOUBLE-PUMPER CARBURETOR 

 
TRANSMISSION 

• 1965 FORD 4-SPEED TOP-LOADER TRANSMISSION W/LAKEWOOD 
BELLHOUSING 

 
DIFFERENTIAL 

• ALUMINUM “SALISBURY” HOUSING WITH 3.08 GEARING 
 
BRAKES 

• ORIGINAL GIRLING QUICK-CHANGE RACING BRAKES FROND REAR 
 
FUEL SYSTEM 

• 42 GALLON FUEL TANK, FABRICATED TO ORIGINAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
 
COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS ARE IN THIS PACKAGE 
 

 
 



Information Disclaimer 
 
The data provided in this due diligence packet was compiled from a number of sources, including the seller, 
as a courtesy to the potential bidder. It is NOT intended to include all of the documentation affecting the 
vehicle, but merely a partial collection of some of the frequently requested documentation.  A potential 
bidder should not rely upon the information provided as his sole source of due diligence material. It is each 
bidder's sole responsibility to accomplish his due diligence in whatever manner he deems advisable.  
Although all information is derived from sources believed to be correct, neither the broker nor the seller 
makes any warranty or representation as to the validity or accuracy of any information provided.	
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Terms	and	Conditions	of	Auction	



 
 

 
 

Terms and Conditions of the Auction 
 
General Terms   
• Starting Bid $100,000  
• 100% Deposit of the Total Purchase Price (Hammer Price + Buyer’s Premium) and any 

applicable taxes and license fees due within 48 hours of Hammer via wire transfer or 
cashier’s check payable to Higgenbotham Auctioneers International. 

• 12% Buyer’s Premium 
• Once funds have cleared the Auctioneer’s bank, Seller will execute the Certificate of Title 

in favor of the Buyer and make arrangements for Buyer pickup of the vehicle. 
• Any transportation of the vehicle post-sale will be the responsibility of the Buyer. 
• Property is sold AS-IS, WHERE-IS with no representations or warranties other than 

marketable title. 
• Pre-auction offers are considered.  Subject to pre-auction sale, change or withdrawal 

without notice. 
 
Online/App Terms:  
• Higgenbotham App is downloaded from the Appleä App Store or Googleä Play Store for 

smartphone and tablet devices or bid with laptop/desktop computer at 
1965ShelbyCobra.com.   

• Pre-Auction registration required w/$5,000 Credit Card Authorization to bid no later than 
Monday, November 16, 2021, by 5:00PM PST. 

 
Directions to Preview:  
 
From Southbound Interstate 5 
• From Interstate 5 Southbound, take Exit 77, Avenida Vista Hermosa and turn right onto 

Avenida Vista Hermosa. Continue to the parking lot on your left and turn left into the 
parking lot. 

 
From Northbound Interstate 5 
• From Interstate 5 Northbound, take Exit 76, Avenida Pico and turn left into East Avenida 

Pico. Continue to Avenida Vista Hermosa and turn right and then turn right into the 
parking lot. 

 
Buyer Due Diligence:   
• Buyers shall rely on their own information, judgement, and inspection of the property and 

records. All announcements from the Auction block take precedence over any printed or 
advertised material. This property will be sold subject to any applicable Federal, State, 
and/or local Government Regulations. This property sold AS IS, WHERE IS. Not responsible 
for accidents, injuries or any communicable diseases, including COVID-19. 211117 
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Owner’s	Statement	



 

 

OWNER’S	STATEMENT	
 

This is a genuine Shelby 427 SC Cobra that was produced by Shelby American in 

1998. In the line of component (later called "continuation") vehicles that were 

produced by Shelby American, this is a very early numbered car. I was the 

fiftieth (50th) enthusiast to obtain a CSX 4000 series Shelby Cobra - the first  was 

numbered CSX4011. This binder documents the vehicle's authenticity and 

history, at least to the extent of the pre-production paperwork, the advertising 

material and the information sent to me from Shelby American. 

In May 1996, my father and I were in the final stage of a Cobra kit car/replica 

build when I stumbled upon a press release. Carroll Shelby had announced Shelby 

American was going to build more Cobras!  I called Shelby American and was put 

on a waiting list. Initially, I was assigned chassis number 4120. 

However, I was able to jump ahead in the numbers a bit after the original 

assignee of CSX4060       surrendered his deposit and gave up his spot in line. 

There were early delays and the expected limitations associated with hand-

built car production. Finally, in October 1997, after several trips to Shelby 

American, Inc. and meetings with the Director of Sales and Marketing (then 

Steve Temple) and their Recognized Dealer (then Roy Hunt of Finish Line 

Motorsports), I completed the purchase agreement. I took possession of the 

vehicle in late February 1998. 

With the exception of the fiberglass body, everything on this car is just as 

Shelby American built the Cobras in the 1960's. It has a 1965 Ford drivetrain (427 

FE engine with 4spd Top-loader transmission and Lakewood bellhousing), Holley 

carburetor, Lucas electrical system, Smiths gauges, Girling brakes, Halibrand  



 

 

 

pin-drive wheels, vinyl seats, etc. The round tube chassis (and body 

substructure), suspension, vehicle weight, wheelbase, horsepower, body 

shape, ground clearance, fuel capacity, and everything else is exactly as it 

should be, taking nothing away from the original car and reproducing the same 

character for which these cars are famous. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 

 

	
Shelby	427	 SC	 Cobra	

This is not an imitation kit car, but a genuine Shelby Cobra. It was manufactured 

by Shelby American and is 100% authentic and complete. It is a "first owner" 

vehicle with complete documentation and it is registered in the Shelby 

American Registry. 

In the 1960's, Shelby American produced fewer than 1,000 Cobras; 655 small 

block and 343 big block vehicles. While the small block Cobras were terribly 

successful on the track, they suffered from the aerodynamic limitations of the 

original AC roadster body. The 427 Cobra was an attempt to push the 

limitations of the vehicle to a higher top-end speed to better compete with the 

factory-prepared racing Ferraris of the international circuit. However, other 

efforts from Shelby American and Ford (efforts that would include a coupe 

version of the small block Cobra and the GT40s) would ultimately result in 

world championship success. The success of the GT40s left the 427 Cobras with 

little racing support from Ford and production ended in 1967 with (production 

number) CSX3360. 

Nearly three decades later, Carroll Shelby announced production plans for the 

last 40 (or so) serial numbered vehicles (CSX "3000 series" vehicles) that were 

never completed in 1967. In 1996, with suppliers, production and tooling 

already in place, Carroll Shelby announced that Shelby American would 

produce component vehicles with the production numbers beginning with 

CSX4011. These vehicles have come to be known as CSX4000 series Shelby Cobras. 

 



 

 

 

This vehicle is CSX4060, only the 50th produced. It was produced to exact 

specifications as Shelby American produced the CSX 3000 series cars, so all 

dimensions, components and manufacturing methods were held true to the 

Cobras of the 1960's. The only variance from the 3000 series cars is the body 

material (this vehicle has a hand laid fiberglass body, not aluminum) and the 

serial number. 

 

Vehicle	Highlights	
 
Engine 
1965 Ford 427 FE Medium Riser 
Sidewinder intake manifold with single Holley 850 DP carburetor 500 

horsepower, 550 lbs. torque (estimated) 

 
Transmission 
1965 Ford 4 speed manual "Top-loader" 
 
Differential 
3.08:1, Shelby American Aluminum Limited-slip 
 
Brakes 
Girling racing rotors and calipers, 11 7/16" and 111/2", front and rear 
respectively. 
 
Weight 
2500 lbs (estimated) 
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VEHICLE	SPECIFICATIONS	
1965 427 Shelby Cobra SC CSX4060 

 
 
General: 
• Manufactured by Shelby American in Las Vegas Nevada in 1997. 
• Registered with Shelby American as VIN# CSX4060. 
• Registered in California with VIN# CSX4060 as a 1965 Ford. 
• 50th continuation car produced (CSX4011 was the first) and all by Shelby 

American in Las Vegas, NV. 
• Original MSO sheet (signed by Carroll Shelby) – not a replicated 

signature. 
• Approximately 4,400 original miles. 
• Original paint and tires. 
 
Exterior:  
• Fiberglass body.  Underside smooth finished and painted aluminum 

color. 
• Midnight blue without stripes. 
• Side exhaust with aluminized coating. 
• Driver side roll bar in chrome. 
• Original 1965 style fender badging (Shelby American badging also comes 

with car). 
• Quick jack pads, front and rear.  Upgraded hardware utilized to make 

quick jacks functional.  
• Lucas headlights and all electrical lighting and components. 
• Aluminum Halibrand-style Trigo wheels in correct 6-pin configuration to 

factory sizes and offset.  Stainless steel knockoffs with correct “Cobra 
Racing Venice, CA” casting and safety wire holes. 

• Raydyot side mirror on driver’s side.  Additional convex mirror mounted 
on driver’s side of windshield. 

 
 
 



 
 
Interior:  
• Black leather-wrapped dashboard and door interior. 
• Black vinyl seats, as per original SC specs. 
• Vinyl tonneau cover. 
• Correct Smiths gauges with Lucas ammeter. 
• Fuel level gauge in lieu of fuel pressure gauge. 
• AC clutch and brake pedals (Shelby American pedals also come with 

car). 
• Heater/defroster installed discretely with switches hidden behind dash 

and heater hoses plumbed to be out of view in engine room. 
• Aluminum trunk (no carpet). 
 
Drivetrain 
Engine: 
• Original 1965 Ford 427 “center oiler” block with mild overbore to 4.250” 

(factory bore was 4.230”). 
• 428 crankshaft polished to .010 under and externally balanced.  Stoke is 

standard 3.98”.  All rotating gear balanced. 
• 452 CI total displacement.     
• Aluminum Edelbrock Medium-Riser heads, port matched to intake 

manifold.  2.19” intake valves and 1.73” exhaust valves. 
• Upgraded valvetrain with roller rockers, hardened rocker shafts and 

additional end shaft support posts. 
• Original Ford “Sidewinder”, aluminum intake manifold. 
• Correct “puke” tank plumbed to engine and transmission, draining 

through clear hose to oil pan 
• Original aluminum, 4-core Fluidine radiator with VIN# stamping 
• Correct electric “pusher” fans are installed in front of radiator, 

additional electric fan installed behind to more efficiently pull air 
through the radiator. 

• Estimated power:  550 hp  
 
 
 



 
 
Fuel System: 
• Single Holley, 4-barrel, 850 double pump carburetor.  Aluminum “turkey 

pan” plenum. 
• Correct Stelling and Hellings air cleaner housing with K&N filter. 
• Two electric fuel pumps, plumbed in series inside trunk. 
• Manual fuel pump, plumbed in series, on motor. 
• 42 gallon fuel tank, fabricated to original specifications, including the 

drain plug type and bead roll size. 
• LeMans style flip top fuel filler cap. 
 
Transmission: 
• 1965 Ford 4-speed “Toploader”  
• Lakewood bellhousing 

 
Rear End:  Aluminum “Salisbury” housing with 3.08 gearing 
 
Brakes:   

• Original Girling quick change racing brakes front and rear 
• Brake cooler ducting at all wheels 
• Stainless steel brake lines 
• Original Lucas hydraulic fluid reservoirs for brakes (two larger) and 

clutch (one smaller) 
 
Miscellaneous: 

• Aluminum dress kit, chassis and body fitment performed by Shelby 
American (SA) and/or SA dealer Finishline Motorsports. 

• Dual Optima 6v batteries mounted behind passenger seat. 
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For	more	information:	
	

1965ShelbyCobra.com	
	

Or	call	1-800-257-4161	
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